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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hucknall  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Smith,  Mrs.  Smedley,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  twenty-eighth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Hucknall. 

The  Annual  circular  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  outlines 
the  scope  of  the  Report  which  is  very  similar  to  those  of  the 
previous  two  years.  At  the  same  time,  for  various  reasons,  it 
becomes  increasingly  difficult  to  decide  what  may  be  written,  and 
what  can,  be  omitted  without  impairing  the  usefulness  of  the  report 
for  future  reference. 

My  duties  have  been  materially  increased  owing  to  the 
necessity  of  putting  into  force  many  new  Regulations  issued  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  operation  of  which  has  taken  up  a 
great  deal  of  my  available  time. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  my  fellow  Officials  for 
the  assistance  given  me  throughout  the  year,  and  to  you,  the 
Members  of  the  Council,  I express  my  gratitude  for  your  unvarying 
consideration  during  what  I may  rightly  term  the  most  difficult 
year  experienced  since  I became  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

July  5th,  1942.  WALTER  GARSTANG. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4030 

Populatioin  1940.  Registrar  General’s  estimate  ...  20740 

Population  1941  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  20960 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1941) 

according  to  Rate  Books  6123 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £90,538 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £339 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Out  Relief  ...  ...  £4,017.  14.  Od. 

Unemployment.  Mr.  Goodyear,  Manager,  Employment  Exchange 
and  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service,  states  that  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  as  regards  employable  persons,  only  16 — 13  males 
and  3 females — were  unemployed. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births:  Legitimate  ...  ...  411  212  199 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  16  13  3 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population  = 20.4. 

Stillbirths:  Legitimate  ...  ...  10  5 5 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — — — 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  = 22.8. 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  239  119  120 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population  = 11.4. 
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Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings 
29  and  30  of  the  Registrar  General’s 
Short  List) . 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births. 


No.  29,  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  1 2.39 

No.  30,  Other  puerperal  causes  ...  2 4.78 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  33  77 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  30  74 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  3 214 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  41 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  5 


POPULATION. 

This  is  estimated  at  20,960,  being  an  increase  of  240  from 
last  year.  The  Natural  Increase — Births  over  Deaths — is  188. 


BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  is  427.  225  were  males  and  202 

females.  Stillbirths  were  10,  5 males  and  5 females.  The  Birth 
Rate — 20.40 — is  just  above  that  for  1940,  which  was  20.04. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  239,  comprising  119  males 
and  120  females.  This  gives  a rate  of  11.4.  You  will  notice  that 
this  is  substantially  less  than  the  figure  for  1940,  which  was  13.08. 
The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  comparability  factor  is  not  to  be  used 
until  further  notice. 
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I quote  the  relevant  paragraph  found  in  the  Memorandum 
with  regard  to  Statistics  for  1941: 

“ Comparability  Factor.  The  variety  and  magnitude  of  local 
population  movements  and  the  uneven  incidence  of  Civilian  War 
deaths  have  together  combined  to  frustrate  the  attempt  to  secure 
comparability  between  local  death  rates  by  the  use  of  Areal 
Comparability  Factors,  and  the  preparation  and  issue  of  such 
factors  are  being  suspended  under  present  conditions/’ 

Diseases  causing  many  deaths  were  Cardiac  Disease,  and 
other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  51;  Intra  cranial  Vascular 
Lesions  17;  Cancer  41;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  13;  Premature 
Birth  13.  You  will  notice  that  deaths  due  to  Cancer  are  more 
than  double  those  in  1940,  and  are  practically  double  the  average 
number  over  the  period  1931-1940.  It  is  possible  that  the  continued 
strain,  stress,  and  worry  caused  by  existing  conditions  of  life  have 
caused  some  of  this  increase. 

Infant  Mortality.  This  is  77  per  1000  live  births,  and  is  consider- 
ably higher  than  for  many  years  past,  the  number  of  infant  deaths 
being  33.  Of  these,  17  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  first  four 
weeks,  and  Premature  Births  accounted  for  11  of  these  deaths. 
Altogether,  Premature  Birth  was  responsible  for  13  Infant  deaths, 
Congenital  Malformations  for  3,  Intussusception  of  Bowels  4, 
Gastro-enteritis  for  3,  and  other  defined  diseases  for  10. 

14  of  the  total  deaths  took  place  in  Hospital.  It  is  difficult 
to  account  for  the  increase  in  Premature  Births,  and  I wonder 
whether  the  return  of  many  young  married  women  to  factories, 
owing  to  the  urgent  demand  for  labour,  has  not  conduced  to  this 
increase  of  prematurely  born  infants. 

Inquests  were  held  in  11  cases,  9 of  which  were  deaths  from 
Violence,  and  included  Road  Accidents,  4;  Suicides  2;  and  1 each 
from  Burns,  Drowning,  and  Railway  Fatality.  The  percentage  of 
total  deaths  is  4.60. 

There  were  5 uncertified  deaths,  which  were  all  ascribed  to 
Cardiac  failure.  The  percentage  of  total  deaths  is  2.09. 

Ages  at  which  death  occurred  were  as  follows:  Under  1 
year,  33;  between  1 and  25  years,  15;  between  25  and  45  years, 
30;  between  45  and  65  years,  54;  over  65  years,  107,  of  which 
54  were  upwards  of  75  years  of  age. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

The  provision  of  the  following  services  remained  as  it  was  last 
year:  Laboratory  Facilities,  Ambulance  facilities,  Home  Nursing, 
Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  Hospitals. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  have  functioned 
adequately  and  well  in  spite  of  difficulties  due  to  the  present  existing 
conditions  which  now  govern  our  lives. 

The  issue  of  extra  Clothing  Coupons  for  expectant  mothers 
for  which  I was  made  entirely  responsible,  takes  place  on  Wednes- 
day afternoons  during  the  hours  devoted  to  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 
This  is  by  no  means  an  ideal  arrangement,  as  it  interferes  with 
the  more  important  work  of  the  Clinic,  but  it  is  the  best  arrangement 
that  I was  able  to  make.  Another  duty  imposed  on  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  also  left  to  me  to  carry  out,  was 
the  provision  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit  Juices  to  children  under 
5 years  of  age,  under  the  Government  Scheme.  In  this  case, 
however,  I was  very  fortunate  because,  with  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  R.  B.  Gandy,  I was  able  to  make  arrangements  with  the 
Local  Food  Office  Officials,  acting  as  agents  for  the  Council,  to 
distribute  these  foods.  At  the  Food  Office  there  was  an  adequate 
staff,  suitable  accommodation  and  excellent  storage  facilities,  none 
of  which  could  have  been  provided  on  the  Clinic  premises. 

This  arrangement  has  proved  entirely  satisfactory,  and  I 
am  informed  that  about  75%  of  the  children  concerned  are  receiving 
these  necessary  additions  to  their  diet. 

I should  say,  however,  that  the  Black  Currant  Juice  for 
young  babies  has  not  been  a complete  success.  Given  in  the  doses 
suggested  it  has  frequently  caused  severe  diarrhoea,  and  as  is 
natural,  any  mother  whose  baby  has  been  upset  as  a result  of 
giving  it  Black  Currant  Juice  did  not  apply  for  any  more. 

I now  give  some  details  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

work. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

The  number  of  women  who  attended  during  the  year  was 
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842,  this  being  the  highest  number  recorded  since  the  Clinic  was 
instituted.  The  total  attendances  made  were  604.  I estimate  that 
79%  of  the  prospective  mothers  came  to  this  Clinic  on  one  or  more 
occasions.  Ten  women  were  referred  to  a Consultant  Obstetrician 
for  various  reasons,  of  whom  seven  were  afterwards  admitted  to 
the  Women’s  Hospital  for  their  confinements.  Thirteen  other 
women  were  admitted  to  the  same  Hospital,  either  as  ‘ "emergencies” 
or  at  the  request  of  their  own  Doctor.  Two  of  these  had  been 
seen  by  a Consultant  at  their  own  homes.  Seventeen  women  were 
admitted  into  the  Maternity  Wards  of  the  Basford  County  Infirmary, 
owing  to  unsuitable  home  surroundings.  This  is  a considerable 
increase  over  the  number  admitted  in  1940,  and  may  further 
increase  during  1942,  for  obvious  reasons.  Sixty-five  women 
attending  the  Clinic  were  referred  to  the  Dental  Surgeon  for  advice 
and  treatment. 

Ophthalmic  Treatment.  (Provision  of  Spectacles) . 

6 children  were  referred  to  the  School  Medical  Officers,  and 
spectacles  provided. 

Minor  Ailments. 

100  children  were  referred  to  the  School  Clinic  for  treatment. 
The  majority  of  these  children  were  suffering  from  Impetigo  and 
other  skin  affections. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

I am  informed  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Adkin,  Secretary  of  the  Cripples’ 
Guild,  that  the  total  attendances  made  by  pre-school  children  was 
804.  Treatment  was  given  as  under  : 

Massage  ...  ...  179 

Plaster  ...  ...  218 

Sun  Ray  ...  ...  407 

the  cost  to  the  Local  Authority  being  £100.  10s.  Od. 

I now  give  some  statistics  as  regards  Infant  Welfare  Work 
generally: — 

Number  of  Births  notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  429 

Number  of  Births  notified  by  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  426 

Number  of  Births  notified  by  Doctors  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Births  attended  by  Doctors  (who  were  engaged)  ...  ...  24 

Cases  in  which  Midwives  sent  for  Medical  Assistance  ...  76 

Number  of  Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Twinbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Births  transferred  to  this  District  ...  ...  48 

Number  of  Births  transferred  from  this  District  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  families  with  young  children  who  came 

to  reside  in  Hucknall  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  families  with  young  children  who  left  Hucknall  ...  31 

Systematic  Visiting. 

Number  of  first  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  423 

Number  of  subsequent  visits  to  infants  under  one  year  ...  1459 

Number  of  visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  one 

and  five  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1588 

Number  of  visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ...  135 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

Number  of  infants  on  Register  under  1 year  ...  ...  360 

Number  of  children  on  Register  between  the  ages  of 

1 and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  263 

Children  Weighed. 

Under  1 year  (total  weighings)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4821 

From  1 — 5 years  (total  weighings)  ...  ...  ...  2618 

Average  attendance  per  session  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

A sample  of  Water  taken  from  the  New  Bore  Hole  was  sent 
to  the  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor,  who  has  returned  the 
following  analysis: — 

Report  of  Analysis  of  Water  received  23rd  February,  1942, 
from  the  Hucknall  Urban  District  Council. 

Mark  "'Sample  taken  from  the  New  Bore  Blole.” 

This  sample  contains  per  100,000  parts: — 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180°  ... 


15.00 
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Suspended  Matter  ...  ...  ...  ...  absent 

Chlorides  as  chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.78 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate  ...  ...  ...  0.60 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite  ...  ...  ...  absent 

Free  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0004 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0004 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.00 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.50 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  80°F. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  80°F.  from  N /80  KMn04  0.00 

pH  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.10 

Appearance  ...  ...  ...  ...  clear  and  bright 

Odour  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

Taste  and  Colour  ...  ...  ...  ...  normal 

Heavy  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  absent 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar 

at  21  °C.  in  72  hours...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar 

at  37°C.  in  24  hours...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar 

at  37°C.  in  48  hours...  ...  ...  4 

Coli-aerogenes  count  per  100  mis.  at  37 °C. 

in  48  hours  ...  ...  ...  0 

Faecal  coli  count  per  100  mis.  at  44°C.  in 

48  hours  ...  ...  ...  0 


Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive)  ...  ...  Absent  in  100  mis. 

This  water  is  of  satisfactory  bacterial  and  chemical  quality 
for  public  supply. 

(Signed)  W.  W.  TAYLOR,  B.Sc.,  F.L.C. 

Public  Analyst  for  the  City  of  Nottingham. 

Mr.  Aitchison,  your  Surveyor  and  Engineer,  has  given 
me  the  following  statement  on  Water  Supply,  Drainage  and 
Sewerage,  etc.: — 

1.  Water. 

No  main  extensions  of  any  importance  have  been  carried 
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out  during  1941. 

The  old  reservoir  has  again  been  empty  throughout  the 
year,  and  a high  level  has  been  maintained  in  the  new  reservoir 
as  far  as  possible  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  district. 

The  installation  of  the  new  electrical  pumping  machinery 
at  the  Salterfora  Pumping  Station  has  been  completed,  and  water 
has  been  pumped  from  the  new  borehole  into  supply.  It  is  too 
early  yet  to  give  any  definite  report,  but  so  far  the  results  have 
been  very  satisfactory.  The  chlorination  apparatus  has  worked 
continuously  throughout  the  year,  and  analyses  received  of  the 
treated  water  have  been  uniform!}/  satisfactory.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  as  far  as  possible  to  meet  any  emergencies  that 
might  arise  from  the  failure  of  the  piped  supply  due  to  enemy 
action,  and  your  Council  has  become  a Member  of  the  North 
Midland  Region — Central  Area — Waterworks  Pool,  for  mutual  aid 
purposes. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  new  Sewage  Works  has  been  in  operation  throughout 
the  year,  and  although  it  is  too  early  to  be  able  to  make  any  definite 
reports,  the  results  so  far  have  been  very  satisfactory.  Again, 
owing  to  war  conditions,  the  completion  of  the  new  Sewerage 
Scheme  has  been  postponed  for  the  time  being. 

3.  Swimming  Baths. 

The  Public  Baths  have  been  well  used  during  the  year,  and 
the  filtration  plant  has  worked  satisfactorily,  giving  uniformly  good 
results.  Owing  to  the  congestion  in  the  cabins,  a new  scheme  has- 
been  inaugurated  for  the  storage  of  the  swimmers’  clothes  in  wire 
baskets,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  effect  a big  improvement. 


Action  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  3C  Drugs  Adulteration  Act, 
1928,  and  other  Acts. 

Regulations  under  this  heading  are  administered  by  the 
Notts.  County  Council. 

Mr.  E.  Templeman,  Chief  Inspector,  has  supplied  the 
following  information: — 

28  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  by  the  Inspectors  for  examination 
and  analysis,  and  all  proved  correct. 
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17  other  articles  of  food  were  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst,  all 
of  which  were  found  to  be  genuine. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936  and  1938. 

Examined  by  the  County  Bacteriologist.  Number  of  samples 
taken: — 


Accredited,  46.  Complied,  29.  Failed  to  comply,  17. 
Informal  Samples  of  milk  tested  by  the  Inspectors  by 


“ Gerber  ” Tester. 


Results. 

Correct.  Incorrect. 


No.  of  samples  taken  by  the  Inspectors  40  40 


HOUSING. 


The  following  particulars  are  presented  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  662 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 


22 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
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in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
Authority  of  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  56 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  50 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend- 
ered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  34 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(i)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  By  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  14 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  102 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  6 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases...  47 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  0 

PREVENTION  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

A study  of  Tables  2 and  3 shows  that  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  accounted  for  391  Notifications  out  of  the  total  number 
received.  These  two  diseases  were  epidemic  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year,  after  which  they  were  practically  non-existent. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  and  only  one  from  Whooping 
Cough,  showing  that  these  two  diseases  were  of  a mild  type. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever.  Five  cases  were  notified,  four  of 
which  were  sent  to  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Derby  (2),  Sheffield  (1), 
Basford  (1).  The  remaining  case  was  treated  at  home.  Complete 
recovery  took  place  in  each  case. 

Paratyphoid  Fever.  One  case  notified,  in  which  examination 
of  the  blood  gave  a positive  reaction  to  Para-typhosus  B.  This 
case  received  treatment  at  the  Basford  Sanatorium  and  was 
discharged  fully  recovered. 

Scarlet  Fever.  53  cases  were  notified,  the  disease  being 
present  throughout  the  year  with  a preponderance  of  cases  during 
the  last  three  months.  Owing  to  the  extreme  mildness  of  the 
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initial  symptoms,  many  cases  were  not  notified  until  the  appearance 
of  desquamation.  Only  one  case  was  admitted  to  Hospital. 

Diphtheria.  11  cases  were  notified,  8 occurring  between 
January  and  April.  3 cases  were  treated  at  the  Basford  Sanatorium. 
There  was  no  fatal  case. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis.  The  Immunisation  Scheme  was 
started  at  the  end  of  January.  With  the  co-operation  of  Doctors 
in  the  town,  four  sessions  weekly  were  held  until  the  end  of  April, 
after  which  it  was  possible  to  reduce  the  number  of  sessions  to 
three,  and  finally  I was  able  to  manage  any  late-comers  during 
the  ordinary  Child  Welfare  Sessions.  The  Prophylactic  used  was 
A.P.T.  supplied  from  the  E.M.S.  Laboratory  at  Lincoln,  and  the 
recommended  dosage  was  generally  adhered  to.  The  interval 
between  the  two  doses  was  4 v/eeks,  or  as  near  to  that  as  was  found 
possible.  The  number  of  children  who  were  fully  immunised  was 
2433,  giving  a percentage  of  58,  the  number  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  1 and  15  years  being  estimated  at  4200.  There  were 
also  358  children  who  received  one  dose,  but  who  never  returned 
for  the  second  one.  As  regards  these,  it  has  to  be  remembered 
that  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  climatic  conditions  were 
very  bad,  and  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Chicken  Pox  were 
epidemic.  A further  analysis  of  the  figures  shows  that  65%  of 
the  school  children  were  fully  immunised,  and  only  39%  of  the 
pre-school  children.  The  latter  figure  is  very  disappointing  because 
special  efforts  were  made  by  myself  and  your  Health  Visitors  to 
have  these  children  immunised.  I can  only  ascribe  it  to  the 
reluctance  of  parents  to  let  young  children  undergo  any  prophylactic 
treatment  in  the  absence  of  real  emergency,  as  has  happened  for 
so  many  years  with  regard  to  Vaccination. 

It  should  be  noticed  that  4 of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified  were  between  15  and  20  years  old,  and  outside  the  scope 
of  the  Immunisation  Scheme.  Of  the  other  7 cases  notified,  5 
occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  soon  after  the 
Immunisation  Sessions  had  been  started.  Of  the  remaining  two, 
one  notified  in  September,  living  in  Moor  Road,  opposite  to  Best 
wood  village,  had  not  been  immunised,  and  one,  notified  in 
November  had  received  the  usual  2 doses  of  A.P.T.  in  February 
and  March. 

I now  give  the  case  rates  per  1000  civilian  population  of 
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certain  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  for  England  and  Wales, 
compared  with  similar  rates  for  Hucknall. 


England  and  Wales. 

Hucknall. 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.03 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.09 

0.04 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

0.25 

0.23 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.47 

1.09 

Whooping  Cough 

4.39 

6.44 

Diphtheria 

1.25 

0.52 

Erysipelas 

0.30 

0.47 

Measles 

10.33 

12.21 

Pneumonia 

1.25 

1.86 

As  is  to  be  expected,  the  case  rates  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
are  above  those  for  England  and  Wales,  as  both  diseases  were 
epidemic.  The  other  rates  compare  very  favourably  with  those 
of  the  country  as  a whole. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  4 cases  were  notified,  of  which  3 
received  treatment  in  Hospital.  One  of  these  cases  terminated 
fatally. 

With  regard  to  other  notifiable  diseases,  there  is  little  to 
say,  except  that  cases  of  Pneumonia  showed  a considerable 
decrease.  No  notifications  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were 
received. 

Influenza.  This  disease  was  much  less  prevalent  than  in 
1940,  and  cases  generally  were  of  a milder  type.  4 deaths  were 
certified  due  to  Influenza  itself,  and  1 death  to  Influenzal 
Pneumonia. 

Pediculosis.  A special  investigation  was  made  regarding 
the  incidence  of  the  Head  Louse  among  children.  It  was  found 
that  while  there  was  some  small  increase  compared  with  pre-war 
days,  such  increase  was  not  so  much  due  to  infestation  in  Hucknall 
born  children,  but  to  an  influx  of  children  who  are  only  temporarily 
resident  in  the  district. 

The  position  as  regards  Scabies  was  also  brought  to  your 
notice,  but  I hope  to  deal  more  fully  with  this  in  my  report  for 
next  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1941. 


*New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

1—5 

1 

1 

5—10 

1 

2 

2 

10—15 

3 

1 

15—20 

1 

1 

1 

20—25 

1 

3 

2 

25—35 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

35—45 

2 

1 

1 

45—55 

2 

1 

1 

55—65 

2 

2 

65  upwards  ... 

Totals  ... 

13 

10 

2 

6 

6 

7 

*New  cases  are  to  include  all  primary  notifications  and  any 
other  NEW  cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  M.O.H.  during 
the  year. 

Two  deaths  occurred  in  cases  not  previously  notified. 
Death  rate  per  1000  population  is  0.62. 

The  number  of  cases  receiving  Sanatorium,  or  other  Insti- 
tutional treatment  during  the  year  was  20. 

Males  11.  Females  9. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under: — 

(a)  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

(b)  Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Sec.  62. 
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TABLE  II.  Showing  Monthly  Notifications 
of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 


January 

February 

March 

April 

i 

May 

<v 

G 

3 

>> 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

5 

2 

5 

2 

6 

4 

1 

1 

3 

14 

6 

4 

53 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

7 

3 

11 

7 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

i 

A 

39 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

10 

17 

8 

10 

25 

143 

42 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

256 

43 

29 

18 

15 

14 

3 

5 

4 

2 

2 

135 

1 

1 

75 

45 

49 

46 

171 

52 

15 

4 

14 

23 

12 

9 

515 

* 


Totals  ... 
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TABLE  IV.  Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality. 
Provisional  figures  based  on  weekly  or  quarterly  returns  in  the  year  1941. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY.  Rate  per  1000  Total  Births.  (Live  and  still.) 

England  and  Wales.  Hucknall. 

Puerperal  Infection  ...  0.48  2.39 

Others  ...  1.75  4.78 

Total  ...  2.23  7.17 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Inspections  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  have 
been  made  as  a matter  of  routine.  In  three  factories,  sanitary 
accommodation  was  found  to  be  defective;  these  defects  were 
remedied  on  request. 

* 

No  communications  have  been  received  from  H.M  Inspector 
of  Factories. 

I have  nothing  further  to  report. 

WALTER  GARSTANG, 

M.O.H. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  Year  1941. 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 
HUCKNALL, 

June,  1942. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HUCKNALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  twelfth  Annual  Report  as  your 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Cleansing  Superintendent,  etc. 

The  numerous  duties  imposed  upon  the  Department  render 
the  compilation  of  the  report  a matter  of  great  difficulty.  If  each 
item  is  dealt  with  fully,  the  report  would  become  too  bulky,  and 
if  each  item  is  reported  upon  with  too  little  detail  an  impression 
might  be  created  in  the  minds  of  its  readers  that  the  work  being 
done  is  itself  unimportant,  or  that  insufficient  attention  is  being 
paid  to  it. 

Fortunately,  this  year  I am  not,  as  in  the  past,  in  the  position 
of  having  to  report  that  too  few  are  doing,  or  attempting  to  do 
the  work  of  many,  but  that  the  good  results  achieved  were  obtained 
by  a fairly  adequate  staff  loyally  and  enthusiastically  working 
together. 

If  I am  able  to  write  cheerfully  about  some  aspects  of  the 
work,  there  is  one  which  must  come  in  for  some  criticism.  I refer 
to  the  housing  repairs.  Even  before  the  war,  the  machinery  for 
securing  the  execution  of  the  most  elementary  repairs  was  slow  and 
cumbersome.  The  traditional  rights  of  an  Englishman  to  do  almost 
exactly  as  he  likes  with  his  own  possessions,  even  if  it  reacts 
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unfavourably  on  himself  and  his  fellow  beings,  have  been  so 
zealously  guarded  by  the  law  that  throughout  the  country  countless 
thousands  of  houses  deteriorated  far  too  rapidly,  because  Councils 
were  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  evoke  its  aid.  This  slow-moving 
machinery  has  now  almost  come  to  a standstill  (labour  shortage 
is  said  to  be  the  reason),  and  a glorious  excuse  to  leave  well,  and 
in  many  cases  ill,  alone,  exists.  Unfortunately,  during  this  time 
property  continues  to  deteriorate,  and  the  time  will  undoubtedly 
come  when  this  laissez-faire  attitude  will  be  greatly  regretted  by 
all  those  who  now,  in  blissful  ignorance,  seem  to  be  benefiting 
by  it.  As  time  goes  on,  and  the  housing  losses  due  to  enemy 
action  become  more  heavy,  it  will  I feel  sure,  be  seen  to  be  a very 
short-sighted  policy  to  have  neglected  existing  property.  The  war 
has  already  shown  us  that  if  the  need  arises,  houses  can  be  repaired 
quickly  and  efficiently.  In  bombed  areas  almost  before  the  last 
bomb  has  fallen  and  the  ‘ ‘All-clear’  ’ sounded  workmen  can  be 
seen  carrying  out  repairs  to  property.  Surely,  it  should  be  obvious 
to  all  that  if  a roof  leaks  because  of  enemy  action,  and  requires 
urgent  attention,  the  same  roof  would  require  to  be  repaired  just 
as  urgently  if  the  damage  was  caused  by  any  other  reason. 
Realising,  as  I do,  the  stern  necessity  for  conserving  habitable 
property,  I should  like  to  see  emergency  legislation  introduced 
so  that  vital  repairs  could  be  rapidly  carried  out. 

So  far  as  we  in  Hucknall  are  concerned,  because  fewer 
repairs  are  being  done  now  than  in  the  past,  the  number  of  com- 
plaints naturally  tends  to  increase,  and  this  in  turn  increases  the 
number  of  notices  served,  and  proportionately  the  number  of  visits 
paid  to  property.  It  will  thus  readily  be  understood  that  the 
activities  of  the  office  are  in  no  way  diminished,  and  it  is  a fact 
that  incrceased  effort  is  producing  less  result. 


HOUSING. 

Tabulated  details  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Housing 
Acts  for  the  year  under  review  have  been  supplied  to  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  are  included  in  his  report.  It  will,  however, 
be  noted  from  the  details  given  on  Page  28,  that  in  addition  to 
houses  made  fit  under  the  Housing  Act,  many  very  necessary 
repairs  have  been  effected  under  the  provision  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts. 
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SHOPS  ACTS. 

As  much  time  as  possible  has  been  devoted  to  this  work. 
Generally  speaking,  I have  found  conditions  to  be  very  good. 


WATER  SUPPLIES,  INCLUDING  SWIMMING  BATHS 
AND  POOLS. 

Throughout  the  year  regular  samples  of  water  have  been 
taken  in  various  parts  of  the  town  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  on  two  occasions 
samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  examination.  On  numerous 
occasions  the  sample  has  been  taken  from  the  well  itself.  Whether 
fresh,  or  chlorinated  water  has  been  sent  for  examination  the  results 
have  been  uniformly  good  throughout  the  year.  Periodic  visits 
have  been  paid  to  the  two  bathing  establishments  in  the  district. 
In  each  case  the  conditions  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  the  chlorination  plants  appear  to  be  working  satisfactorily. 
The  three  collieries  in  the  district  have  pit-head  baths.  All  are 
kept  in  an  eminently  satisfactory  condition.  In  each  case  the 
attendant  is  adequately  trained,  and  takes  an  interest  in  his  work. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Very  few  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  and  as  stated 
elsewhere,  only  two  Council  houses  were  found  to  be  infested. 
The  methods  employed  are  spraying  with  Insecticide  and  fumiga- 
tion with  Sulphur  Dioxide,  and  both  give  satisfactory  results. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

61  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year  with  formalin 
gas,  and  a quantity  of  bedding  was  destroyed  on  request.  All 
library  books  which  have  been  in  contact  with  infected  persons 
are  fumigated  before  being  returned  to  the  library.  The  steam 
disinfector  has  been  used  on  28  occasions,  to  deal  with  14  quantities 
of . bedding,  and  14  scabies  cases. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

I give  below  Table  showing  the  quantity  of  food  condemned 
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during  the  year.  It  will  be  observed  that  while  the  class  of  food- 
stuffs condemned  is  varied,  the  quantity  is  relatively  small.  Very 
little  of  the  food  is  actually  waste,  as  practically  all  of  it  is  sent 
to  a piggery. 


Disease. 

No.  of  carcases  or 

organs  condemned. 

Weight 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Cirrhosis 

Liver 

1 

3 

Tainted  and  unsound 

Hindquarters 

3 

26 

Distomatosis 

Liver 

3 

Total  Weight 

1 1 

4 

Other  Foods. 


10  tins  Corned  Beef. 

2 tins  Soup. 

4 tins  Lambs'  Liver. 

84 \ lbs.  Bacon. 

12  lbs.  Ham. 

2 dozen  Eggs. 

5J  lbs.  Butter. 

13  tins  Tomatoes. 

356  tins  Unsweetened  Milk. 
2 tins  Pears. 

1 tin  Beans. 

2 tins  Salmon. 

3 tins  Chopped  Ham. 


Unsound. 


PARTICULARS  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 

Slaughterhouses. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ....  ...  li 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  20 

Infringement  of  byelaws  or  regulations  ...  0 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  etc. 


Number  on  Register  (a)  retailers 


81 


(b)  producers 


18 


Number  of  inspections 
Notices  served 


25 


1 


Bakehouses. 


Number  on  Register 
Number  of  inspections 
Notices  served 
Notices  complied  with 


15 


8 


1 


1 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  trade  of  a Gut-scraper  is  carried  out  in  the  district. 
6 inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  the  premises  were 
generally  found  to  be  in  a cleanly  condition. 

SANITARY  SUPERVISION  OF  MUSIC  HALLS, 

THEATRES,  ETC. 

Visits  have  been  made  regularly  to  the  two  local  cinemas 
and  dance  halls.  In  all  cases  they  were  found  to  be  well  conducted 
and  kept  in  a clean  condition. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

The  prevalence  of  Rats  and  Mice  in  the  town  has  not  been 
particularly  noticeable  during  the  year.  Unfortunately,  owing  to 
the  shortage  of  a really  safe  type  of  bait,  no  special  effort  to  exter- 
minate Rats  was  made  in  the  town,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  effect 
of  this  omission  may  be  felt  in  the  future.  48  complaints  were 
received,  and  6,000  baits  laid.  These  were  chiefly  Barium  Car- 
bonate Rat  Biscuits,  and  a few  Red  Squills  Biscuits  were  used. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  (EXCLUDING 
HOUSING  ACTS). 


Informal 

Statutory 

Not 

ices. 

Not 

ices. 

Ser- 

Com- 

Ser- 

Com- 

ved 

plied 

ved 

plied 

with 

with 

'To  remedy  dampness 
,,  repair  or  renew  eaves,  gutters 

41 

32 

9 

4 

and  downspouts  ... 

64 

56 

8 

5 

Housing 

defects. 

,,  repair  chimney  stacks 

18 

14 

4 

3 

,,  repair  or  renew  defective  windows  5 

5 

— 

— 

y y y y y y y y (lOOTS 

11 

8 

3 

1 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  floors 

1 

1 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  fireplaces 

8 

4 

2 

2 

l,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  washcoppers  4 

4 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences. 

,,  cleanse 

31 

31 



. 

,,  repair  or  renew 
,,  provide  additional 

131 

3 

84 

3 

47 

19 

, , cleanse 

366 

365 

1 

1 

Drains. 

, , repair  or  renew 

60 

53 

7 

7 

[,,  provide  additional 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Cesspools. 

,,  cleanse 

8 

7 

1 

1 

Dustbins. 

renew 

301 

245 

56 

20* 

Yard 

,,  repair  or  renew 

18 

5 

13 

7 

Paving.  ^ 

,,  provide  additional 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vermin. 

,,  cleanse  premises 

3 

3 

Smoke. 

,,  abate  nuisance  arising  from  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds. 

,,  limewash  and  cleanse  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies,  etc. 

Other  matters 

— 

— 

Factories  and 

Sanitary  accommodation 

Workshops. 

unsuitable  or  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Rivers  and 
Streams. 

Accumulations  or 

To  cleanse  brook  courses 

— 

— 

— 

Deposits  of  Refuse.  To  remove 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Animals. 

Improperly  kept  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Gut  Scraper. 
Slaughter- 

To  limewash  and  cleanse 

1 

1 

— 

— 

houses. 

To  limewash  and  cleanse 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water. 

To  remedy  water  in  cellar 

1 

1 

— 

— 

To  provide  internal  supply 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Outbuildings. 

To  repair  or  remove 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous. 

• • • •••  • • • 

24 

20 

4 

2 

*In  the  case  of  the  36  dustbins  not  supplied  under  Statutory  Notices, 
action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  75, 
the  dustbins  being  supplied  in  default  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

The  report  would  not  be  complete  without  some  reference 
to  the  work  entailed  in  the  letting  and  keeping  in  repair  of  the 
houses  on  your  Council's  numerous  and  well-kept  housing  estates. 
The  competition  to  gain  one  of  these  modern  and  well-planned 
dwellings  is  keen.  Scarcely  a day  passes  without  one  or  more 
enquiries  being  made  at  the  office,  and  your  Housing  Committee, 
during  the  year,  considered  not  less  than  168  applications  from 
prospective  tenants.  In  numerous  cases  visits  were  paid  to  the 
homes  of  would-be  tenants  in  order  to  make  absolutely  certain  that 
no  necessitous  cases  were  overlooked.  The  Committee  have  con- 
stantly given  sympathetic  consideration  to  those  living  in  rooms, 
to  any  cases  of  real  overcrowding,  those  who,  on  medical  grounds, 
need  a better  house,  and  to  any  who  are  living  under  bad  housing 
conditions. 

3. 

During  the  last  15  months  8 houses  and  13  bungalows  have 
been  re-let.  Each  dwelling  was  thoroughly  inspected  when  empty, 
and  in  a few  instances  it  was  noticed  that  minor  repairs  were 
necessary.  These  were  carried  out  before  the  houses  were  re-let. 
All  except  two  of  the  houses  were  clean.  The  two  dirty  houses 
were  fumigated  and  distempered  before  re-letting.  One  house 
was  cleansed  throughout  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 

To  ensure  that  Council  houses  are  kept  in  a good  state  of 
repair  314  of  them  were  inspected  during  the  year.  Various  defects 
were  found  to  exist  at  140  houses,  and  these  were  remedied  by  the 
Surveyor’s  Department.  In  11  instances  the  houses  were  not  kept 
as  clean  as  they  should  be,  but  a talk  to  the  occupier  and  subsequent 
visits  of  inspection  resulted  in  an  improvement,  and  in  one  bad 
case  the  occupants  vacated  the  house.  Periodic  visits  were  paid 
to  houses  occupied  by  this  class  of  tenant  in  order  to  maintain  a 
better  standard  of  cleanliness,  otherwise  the  tendency  is  that  the 
tenants  reverts  to  the  old  conditions. 

AIR  RAID  SHELTERS. 

1.  PUBLIC  SHELTERS.  Routine  inspections  of  Public  Shelters 
in  the  town  first  began  in  the  month  of  August. 

In  only  9 instances  were  the  shelters  found  to  be  in  all 
respects  satisfactory,  and  in  one  case  the  shelter  was  unusable 
owing  to  water  (spring) . 


In  all  other  cases  remedial  measures  were  necessary,  due 
to  the  following  conditions  existing: — 

(a) .  Inefficient  means  for  ventilation  to  obviate  condensation, 

(b) .  Floors  and  drainage  unsatisfactory. 

(c) .  Screens  to  closet  apartments  not  satisfactory. 

(d) .  The  irregular  emptying  of  closets  and  the  provision  of 

disinfectant. 

(e)  . The  provision  of  water  containers  for  drinking  purposes. 

A man  is  now  regularly  employed  by  the  Surveyor's  Depart- 
ment to  visit  all  shelters  daily  to  clean  up  and  attend  to  sanitary 
conveniences  if  necessary. 

In  addition,  the  shelters  are  periodically  inspected  by  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  any 
unsatisfactory  conditions  found  to  exist  are  immediately  dealt  with. 

2.  SCHOOL  SHELTERS.  The  shelters  at  all  schools  in  the 
district  were  inspected  on  several  occasions  during  the  year. 
Various  defects  were  noted,  and  these  were  reported  to  the 
Education  Authority  for  their  attention. 

3.  COMMUNAL  SHELTERS.  A great  improvement  in  the 
cleanliness  of  Communal  Shelters  has  taken  place  since  the  Depart- 
ment first  started  to  carry  out  routine  inspections.  Originally, 
many  of  them  got  into  a very  dirty  condition  due  to  the  fact  that 
there  appeared  to  be  no  one  whose  duty  it  was  to  pay  attention 
to  them.  Except  for  the  fact  that  some  of  them  are  unsuitable 
for  use,  due  to  a variety  of  reasons,  the  remainder  are  now  kept 
in  a cleanly  condition. 

4.  DOMESTIC  SHELTERS.  Generally  speaking,  these  were 
found  to  be  kept  in  a cleanly  condition.  Unfortunately,  quite  a 
number  have  become  waterlogged,  and  consequently  are  not  fit 
for  use. 

5.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SHELTERS.  It  is  desirable 
that  where  a case  of  Tuberculosis  has  occurred  in  a family  that  a 
separate  shelter  be  provided  for  that  family.  During  the  year  a 
thorough  survey  was  carried  out,  in  order  to  discover  how  many 
families  were  using  public  shelters,  and  a report,  which  showed 
that  there  were  over  30  cases  of  Tuberculosis  without  a separate 
shelter,  was  presented  to  the  Committee.  I am  hoping  that  before 
long  it  will  be  possible  to  do  something  for  these  cases. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  total  cost  of  this  work  was  £5,484.  17s.  6d.  This 
includes  approximately  £500  for  the  disposal  of  refuse,  part  cost 
of  street  cleansing,  salvage  and  military  contracts.  The  income, 
excluding  about  £200  for  military  contracts,  was  £948.  7s.  10d., 
the  nett  cost  being  £4,536.  9s.  6d.  In  1939  the  cost  of  Refuse 
Collection  and  Disposal  was  approximately  £3,500,  and  now  it  is 
nearly  £5,500.  The  increase  is  accounted  for  as  follows:  Military 
Contracts,  Salvage,  and  increased  costs  and  charges. 

The  number  of  men  now  employed  is  21,  together  with  a 
Foreman.  Three  lorries  are  employed,  doing  chiefly  scavenging, 
and  a hired  lorry  and  horse  dray  carry  out  the  greater  part  of  the 
salvage  work.  Below  I give  details  of  the  amount  and  approximate 
value  of  the  salvage  collected  and  brought  to  the  Council’s  Salvage 
Depot  in  Portland  Road. 

The  figures  do  not  include  any  salvaging  done  at  the  Refuse 
Tip,  as  your  Council  no  not  receive  any  income  from  that  source. 
The  refuse  salvaged  at  the  Tip  is  chiefly  light  iron,  together  with 
a few  rags,  bones  and  bottles. 


Material. 

Tons. 

Weight, 
cwts.  qrs. 

lbs. 

Amount. 

£.  s. 

cl. 

Paper  and  Cardboard 

...  174. 

7. 

0. 

21. 

806. 

3. 

2. 

Bones 

5. 

8. 

0. 

10. 

18. 

10. 

6. 

Bottles 

1. 

15. 

2. 

0. 

16. 

15. 

6. 

Jars 

3. 

15. 

3. 

0. 

21. 

19. 

8. 

Iron 

17. 

18. 

0. 

0. 

38. 

13. 

3. 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

17. 

3. 

0. 

21. 

10. 

0. 

Textiles  ... 

10. 

11. 

3. 

7. 

134. 

14. 

0. 

Gramaphone  Records 

5. 

0. 

0. 

2. 

2. 

6. 

Cullett 

6. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

12. 

0. 

0. 

Lamp  caps  (2,000) 

2. 

0. 

0. 

1. 

0. 

0. 

Rubber  Tyres  (56 — no 

weight) 

14. 

8. 

6. 

TOTALS 

...  221. 

1. 

0. 

10.  £1087. 

17. 

1. 
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AMBULANCES. 

The  two  ambulances  have  been  well  maintained  throughout 
the  year.  The  General  Ambulance  has  made  754  journeys,  43  of 
these  being  for  road  accidents.  The  Infectious  Disease  Ambulance 
has  done  11  journeys.  There  were  six  false  calls. 

MORTUARY. 

The  mortuary  has  been  used  on  five  occasions.  There  were 
five  post  mortem  examinations.  The  Ambulance  Driver  is 
responsible  for  keeping  the  premises  clean  and  for  the  care  of  the 
instruments.  He  also  attends  whenever  a post  mortem  is  made. 

PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS  ACTS,  1928  8C  1936. 

Licences  granted  24 

Visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  30 

Carbide  of  Calcium  Licences  ...  Nil. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  very  sincere  thanks 
to  my  Staff,  you,  Gentlemen,  and  the  Officials  of  the  Council  for 
the  much-valued  help  extended  to  me  throughout  the  year. 

I beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  H.  ADAMS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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